The synthesis of expanded porphyrins has been intensively explored for the last three decades. Expanded porphyrins 1 exhibit various physical properties and reactivities that are entirely different from those of simple porphyrins. In 1996, Smith and coworkers reported 2,3 the first preparation of a porphyrin system in which the macrocycles were covalently fused at their b-pyrrolic positions. Because of their unique properties, they are of increasing interest to the scientific community. On the other hand, the importance of aggregation in the field of coordination chemistry has been recognized from studies on the chlorophylls in nature. 4 A synthetic model LH antenna without the protein matrices challenging from viewpoint of synthetic accessibility to nature's methodology. For example, Kobuke 5 reported a complementary coordination of bis(zincimidazolylporphyrin) to construct a macrocyclic porphyrin array to mimic the chlorophyll dimer in LH2.
Dm(Floatation) = not measured Radiation: Mo Ka (l = 0.71073 Å) m(Mo Ka) = 0.649 mm -1 F(0 0 0) = 1028.0 Crystal size = 0.08 ¥ 0.07 ¥ 0.04 mm 3 No. of re ections collected = 12090 No. of independent re ections = 9067 q range for data collection: 1.80 to 26.45D ata/Restraints/Parameters = 9067/0/604 Goodness-of-t on Crystal data and the details concerning data collection are given in Table 1 . The structure was solved by direct methods using SHELXS97. 6 All non-hydrogen atoms of the molecule were located in the best E-map.
A full-matrix least-squares refinement was conducted using SHELXL97. 6 All H atoms were geometrically positioned with N-H = 0.88 Å, C-H = 0.95 -1.00 Å, and refined using a riding model with Uiso(H) = 1.2Ueq(C/N), except for the methyl group, where Uiso(H) = 1.5Ueq(C). The final refinement cycles converged to R = 0.0870 and wR(F 2 ) = 0.1703 for the observed 9067 reflections. The residual electron densities ranged from -0.692 to 0.726 eÅ -3 . The atomic scattering factors were taken from International Tables for X-ray Crystallography (1992, Vol. C, Tables 4.2.6.8 and 6.1.1.4). The crystallographic data are summarized in Table  1 . Selected bond lengths and bond angles are given in Table 2 . An ORTEP view of the title compound with atomic labeling is shown in Fig. 2 . Selected torsion angles are given in Table 3 .
The bond lengths and bond angles are comparable to the normal values. The Ni(1)-N(1), Ni(1)-N(2), Ni(1)-N(3), and Ni(1)-N(4) distances are 1.877(2), 1.905(2), 1.886(2) and 1.924(2)Å, respectively, which are not in the normal range as Ni-N bonding for Ni porphyrin complexes. In the case of nickel(II) tetraphenylpolphyrin complex, 6 the bond lengths of Ni-N are 1.913, 1.914, 1.913 and 1.914, respectively. These abnormal bond lengths are due to a steric hindrance of the induced imidazolyl group and the adjacent phenyl group.
The geometric parameters of the imidazole ring are comparable to those normally found in imidazole and related molecules. The pyrrole (C14-C20) and imidazole (N6/C21/N7/ C24/C22) rings make a dihedral angle of 36.30˚ with each other. The fused pyrrole ring (N4/C12/C13/C14/C20/N5/C16/C15) is twisted planar, and forms dihedral angles of 10.11˚. However, the porphyrin ring has the shape of a so-called horse saddle with a dihedral angle of 16.79˚. The double-bond C17-O1 is confirmed by the respective distance of 1.179(9)Å. The length of the double-bond C17-O1 is smaller than the standard value for the carbonyl group, 1.192 Å. The carbonyl group forms dihedral angles of 18.96˚ with the fused pyrrole ring (N4/C12/ C13/C14/C20/N5/C16/C15). 
